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Lakota West Sophomore Honors English  

Summer Reading Assignment 2018 
 

The Assignment 
 

1. Students must read The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas (ISBN# 9780553213508).  YOU 
MUST READ THIS EDITION.  This version is a Bantam Classic, which is a division of Random House 
Publishing Company.  This particular novel is both an abridgement and a translation, so if you deviate 
from the Random House edition, you will have a different novel.  To help you to identify the correct book, 
we have included an image of the cover on the next page. 

Note:  We did review Random House’s e-book version of Count and found it to be too different from the 
book we want you to read, so please stick to the ISBN above.   

2. After reading the book, please write a literary analysis using the following prompt: 
 

Does Dumas believe that Dantes’s revenge is justified? (50 points) 
 

3. Students should be prepared to take a multiple choice test over the novel, primarily over characters and 
plot, within the first week of school.  (50 points) 

4. Students and parents must sign the Statement of Academic Integrity (5 points.) 
 

General Guidelines 
 
1. Literary analysis is due the first day of school. 
2. You may not drop Honors English after June 30th.  We do not advise dropping the class to avoid the 

summer reading assignment.  You registered for Honors 10 English because the level is appropriate to 
your aptitude; don’t sell yourself short by changing to CP 10 because you get behind on the summer 
reading assignment.  We do accept late summer reading assignments. If you turn in your extended 
response late, said component will suffer a late penalty of 10% off for each day it is late. 

3. Once the June 30th date has passed, you may not change to CP 10 until the end of the first quarter, and 
your grade will transfer without the weight. 

4. The extended response should be typed in MLA format.  Please use a clear font (ie Times New Roman.)  
Do not try to make the work appear longer than it is by using a gigantic-sized font. 

5. Teacher contact information: 
Ms. Hofferber  Beth.Hofferber@lakotaonline.com 
Ms. Mahoney  Mary.Mahoney@lakotaonline.com 

Note: Even over the summer, both teachers check their emails at least once per week; 
however, we do not check our phone messages over the summer.   
The best way to contact us is by sending one of us as email. 
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Tips for Writing a Strong Literary Thesis 
 
WHAT MAKES FOR A GOOD THESIS? AN ARGUMENT. 
When you write an extended literary analysis, you are essentially making an argument.  You are arguing that 
your perspective—an interpretation, an evaluative judgment, or a critical evaluation—is a valid one. 
 
A DEBATABLE THESIS STATEMENT 
Like any argument paper you have ever written, you must have a specific, detailed thesis statement that reveals 
your perspective, and, like any good argument, your perspective must be one that is debatable. 
 

EXAMPLES 
You would NOT want to make an argument of this sort: 
 

Homer's The Odyssey is about a man who journeys through many trials and 
tribulations. 

 
That doesn’t say anything—it’s basically just a summary and is hardly debatable. 
 
A better thesis would be this: 
 

While Homer’s Odysseus must overcome demanding physical obstacles, his true 
strength lies in his cunning and wit. 

 
That is debatable.  The rest of a paper with this argument as its thesis will be an attempt to show, 
using specific examples from the text, (1) how Odysseus’s cunning and wit is important (2) why it is 
his true strength, as opposed to his physical strength and (3) what implications there are for 
reading the epic in this manner. 
 
You also want to avoid a thesis statement like this: 
 

Two of Shakespeare’s plays, Much Ado About Nothing and Romeo and Juliet, offer 
contrasting views of love. 

 
Like the thesis above, this one is debatable (but only slightly); however, it is not specific enough to 
help you write a good essay. If you were to use this thesis, you might find yourself with a lack of 
focus. 
 
A better thesis would be this: 
 

Romeo and Juliet’s love affair may be passionate, but the lovers’ actions are rash and 
ill-conceived, in sharp contrast to the richer and more meaningful relationship of 
Beatrice and Benedict.    

 
  Then you prove it, using examples from the texts. Notice that this will be easier to prove because 
readers know exactly how the view of love differs in these two plays. More importantly, it is 
easier for YOU to prove because YOU know exactly what you will be trying to argue. Vagueness 
leads to lack of focus; the specificity of this thesis would help you stay focused when writing.  
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Statement of Academic Integrity 

 
Most universities will suspend or even expel students guilty of cheating or plagiarism.  While such a severe consequence 
may not apply to high school, we feel it is important that students, particularly in the honors program, be held to the 
standards of academic integrity expected in a university setting. 
 
A student whose work is the result of plagiarism and/or cheating will receive a zero for the tainted assignment or 
test.  There will be no opportunity for a rewrite or retake.  
 

We ask that you and your parent/guardian sign below and turn this form in along with your summer reading 
assignment.  Your signatures indicate that this work belongs to you and you alone.  Read carefully before you sign!  
Ask questions if anything is unclear—it’s better to ask for clarification now than for forgiveness later! 
 
We have outlined what constitutes plagiarism and cheating to alleviate any confusion: 
 

1. Taking any part of a paper from another source, whether it be the internet, study guides (such as Cliff Notes or 
Spark Notes), or another student is plagiarism, even if it’s one small part or a sentence. 

 
2. Pay attention because students don’t always realize that the following is plagiarism:  If you adapt an idea 

that you read somewhere without giving credit to your source, that is plagiarism.  For example, let’s say that you 
read in Spark Notes that Dantes’ emergence from the water is a symbolic baptism.  If you then put that idea in 
your paper, you are guilty of plagiarism.  Taking others’ ideas without crediting your source is wrong and will be 
treated as cheating. 

 
3. Copying assignments from other students is cheating—even if it’s homework or a “small grade.” This applies to 

copying even one answer. Also, allowing someone to copy your work is cheating and will result in the same 
consequence as it does for the student doing the copying. 

 
4. Copying from another’s test or quiz is cheating, as is allowing another student to copy from your paper. 

 
5. Receiving test questions from a student who has already taken the test is cheating.  Giving test questions to a 

student who has yet to take a test is cheating. 
 

6. If you receive help from another source (including parents and siblings) on a paper, help that goes beyond simple 
editing and suggestions for improvement—that is cheating.  No part of your paper should be written or rewritten 
by anyone else. 

 
 
We understand that the work completed in Honors 10 English must be that of the student receiving the credit for the class.  
We further realize that students caught cheating or plagiarizing, as defined above, will receive a zero for the assignment 
or test, with no chance to rewrite or retake.  While this form is being handed in with the summer reading, we understand 
that these standards for academic honesty apply throughout the school year. 
 
_________________________ _________________________ _________________________  
student name (printed legibly) student signature  parent signature 
 

 

 

 


